5 March 1830. • 




("Ireland.) 



bill 

For making Provision in certain Cases for the 
Relief and Maintenance of deserted and 
illegitimate Children in Ireland. 



[Note. The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



$ Cfc ® 3 & an Act was made in the Parliament of Ireland, Preamble, 
in the eleventh and twelfth years of his late Majesty i li(h A £b. 
King George the Third, intituled, “ An Act for the Relief of poor “*»**«*. 
“ Infants who are or shall be deserted by their Parents,” and which 13& HGeo.3. 
5 was amended by another Act made in the said Parliament, in the forthe relief 
thirteenth and fourteenth years of his said late Majesty’s reign ; and Ch?£? 
by the said Acts certain provisions are made for the maintenance 
and education of such poor deserted Infants ; and it is expedient 
that more effectual provisions should be made for carrying into effect 
10 the purposes of the said recited Acts : 

And whereas there are not any laws in force in Ireland for the 
maintenance of Bastard Children born out of lawful wedlock, and 
such Children are frequently exposed and deserted, and may be sub- 
jected to fatal dangers from the inability of Mothers to maintain 
1 5 them, and it is just that the reputed Fathers of such Children should 
be compellable to maintain such Children ; » ft therefore (tnattctr, 
by The KING’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same, THAT from and after the said herein- 

before first recited Act of the Parliament of Ireland . shall be and 
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the sarfte is hereby Repealed ; and that so much of the said second 
recited Act as relates to such Deserted Children, shall also be Re- 
pealed. 



At Eafter And be it Enacted, That in every parish in Ireland (except in the 

7 Geo! IT'" City of Cork) at the vestry holden in Easter week in any year, for 5 

Overfeersfhall the purposes of an Act made in the seventh year of His present 
chofen'wito Majesty’s reign, intituled “ An Act to consolidate and amend the 
with Church- Laws whtGh regulate the levy and application of Church Rates and 
any one of “ Parish Cess, and the election of Churchwardens, and the main- 

tekT’c^e' 1 “ tenance of Parish Clerks, in Ireland,” the minister or curate, 10 

Children wi- churchwardens and parishioners of such parish shall choose Two 

til Years overseers out of the inhabitants of such parish, and such overseers, 
of Age, and 

thenj>ut them together with one of the churchwardens of such parish, or one of the 
tices, r - said overseers, or one of the said churchwardens, shall have full power 

to carry this Act into execution : and that it shall be lawful for such 15 
overseers or churchwardens, or any one of them, to take up and pro- 
vide for the maintenance and education of any such child, of the 
age of Twelve months or under, as shall be found deserted or exposed 
within their respective parishes; and that it shall be lawful for such 
overseers and churchwardens, or any one of them, to apply such sum 20 
as may be necessary for maintaining of any such child, until such 
child shall attain the age of years ; provided that not 

more than the sum of pounds in the whole shall be 

applied for the Use of any one such child so exposed or deserted, in 
any one year, until such Child shall attain the age of years, 25 

nor more than the sum of until such child shall 

attain the age of years, and that when any such child 

shall attain the age of years, such child shall and may 

be placed out apprentice, or otherwise provided for in some service 
or employment ; and that it shall be lawful for any such overseer or 30 
churchwarden to pay any sum of money not exceeding 
to any person taking such child to be an apprentice or servant. 
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And be it further Enacted, That Assessments may be lawfully 
made for the raising the sums required for the execution of this 
Act in any parish, and that all such sums shall be raised, levied, 35 
assessed and accounted for ih like manner to all intents and pur- 
poses as any assessment under and by virtue of the said Tecited Act 
of the seventh year of His present Majesty’s reign may be raised, 
levied, assessed and accounted for, and as if such assessment had 
been mentioned in the said recited Act ; and that assessments for the 40 
purposes of this Act, shall and may he made in Easter week, or at 
such other times as any other assessment under the said Act may 
be lawfully made. 

And 
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And be it father Enacted, That from and after 

whenever any single woman in Ireland shall be delivered of a bastard if Woman 

J ° . ... having a Bas- 

child, and upon an examination, to be taken in writing upon oath tard bom, 

before any Justices of the peace in petty sessions of and for any iny onewith 
5 county, city, town or place within which such woman shall be resi- Faiilr^and 
dent, such woman shall charge any person with having begotten such 
child, and shall declare she has not the means of maintaining such means of 
child, it shall be lawful for such Justices, upon application made to it, Jufti«s S of 
them by such woman, or by any churchwarden or overseer or over- nSceano'rder 
io seersofanyparishwithin whichsuch woman shall resideor be, or upon for'its MabT-^ 
the application of any person of kin to such woman, and such Jus* ^iw^Sec 
tices are hereby authorized, empowered and required to summon the is E!iz. c. 3 . 
person so sworn to be the father of such child, to appear before such c . 68.) 
or any other Justices at petty sessions, and upon the appearance of 
1 5 such person, or in default of his appearing, upon proof of the service 
of such summons, and upon examination of the cause and circum- 
stances, to make an order (to be called an order of filiation and 
maintenance) for the keeping of every such bastard child, by 
charging such person so sworn to be the father thereof, with the 
20 payment of money weekly or otherwise, or of other sustentation for 
the relief of such child, such payment to be made to the mother of 
such child, or to such churchwardens or overseers as aforesaid 
within his parish, or to be applied in such ways as the said Jus- 
tices shall think meet and convenient ; and if after such order made On failure of 
25 by such Justices, subscribed with their hands, the person against ?h e Father ’ 
whom the same shall be made shall after notice of such order pj-i foned uiri t i 1 
refuse or neglect to observe and perform the said order, it shall be he f ives se ‘ 

0 * cunty to per- 

lawful for the Justices by whom such order shall have been made, form theor- 
or for any two Justices of such county, city, town or place, at petty appear at the 
g 0 sessions, and they are hereby authorized and required, to issue their f 10ns>B „d 
warrant for apprehending such person, and committing him to ^.Vof the 
the common gaol or house of correction of such county, city, town Juftices there, 
or place ; and such person shall be accordingly apprehended and 
committed to such gaol or house of correction, there to remain with- 
2^ out bail or mainprize, unless and until he shall enter into recogni- 
zance, with sufficient surety or sureties, before the Justices by whom 
such warrant shall be granted, or some other Justices at petty ses- 
sions, to perform and comply with such order of filiation and main- 
tenance, or else personally to appear at the next quarter sessions or 
40 general sessions of the peace to be Holden for the county, city, town 
or place where such order shall be made, and to abide such order as 
the Justices at such general sessions shall make in that behalf, if they 
then and there shall make any such order ; and if at such quarter 
sessions or general sessions such Justices shall make no other order, 
then to abide the order of filiation and maintenance before made, 
as is above said ; and it shall be lawful for such Justices at such 
jog. general 
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general sessions of the peace to make any such order as to them 
shall seem fitting and convenient, or to decline or refuse to make 
any order thereon. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any single woman in Ireland 
shall declare herself to be with child, and that such child is likely 5 
to be born a bastard, and shall upon an examination to be taken in 
writing upon oath before any Justices- of the peace in petty ses- 
sion of or for any county, city, town or place wherein such 
woman shall reside or be, charge any person with having begotten 
such child, and shall declare that she is unable to provide for the IO 
expenses of the birth of such child, or for its maintenance and sus- 
tentation when born, it shall be lawful to and for such J ustices, upon 
application made to them by any such churchwarden or overseer as 
aforesaid of the parish within which such woman shall reside or be, 
or of such woman, or of any person of kin to her, to issue their war- 
rant for the immediate apprehending of the person so charged, and 
for bringing him before such Justices, or before any Justices in 
petty session of and for such county, city, town or place, and it 
shall be lawful for the Justices before whom such person shall be 
brought, and they are hereby authorized and required, to commit 20 
the person so charged as aforesaid to the common gaol or house of 
correction of such county, city, town or place, unless and until he 
shall give security, to such amount and in such manner as such Jus- 
tices shall direct, for the paying of all the expenses attending the 
birth of such child, and of its maintenance and sustentation, or shall 25 
enter into a recognizance before such Justices, with sufficient surety 
or sureties, upon condition to appear at the next quarter sessions or 
general sessions of the peace to be holden for such county, city, 
town or place, to abide and perform such order or orders as shall 
then be made for the payment of such expenses or for the mainte- 
nance of such child ; and it shall be lawful for such Justices at such 
quarter sessions or general sessions to make any such order accord- 
in gty> ^ they shall think proper so to do, or to decline or refuse to 
make any order therein. 

And be it further Enacted, That every person against whom any ^ 
order shall be made in any of the cases herein before specified, shall 
be chargeable with and liable to the payment of all reasonable 
charges and expenses incident to the birth of such bastard child, and 
also to the payment of such reasonable costs of apprehending such 
person, and compelling him to give any such security as aforesaid, 40 
and also to the payment of the costs of every order of filiation and 
maintenance made against him, such last mentioned costs not to 
exceed the sum of Ten pounds ; and all such charges, expenses and 
costs shall be duly and respectively ascertained on oath by the party 

who 
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who has incurred the same, before the Justices of the peace, or 
before the court of quarter sessions or general sessions, to whom any 
application for any such order shall be made as aforesaid, which oath 
such Justices or court are hereby respectively empowered to 
^ administer. 

And; be it further Enacted, That if any person upon or against For com- 
whom any such order of filiation and maintenance shall be made by mint o/sums 
the court of general sessions, or shall be made by two Justices of the th^Mainte- 
peace and confirmed by the court of general sessions, or against 
io which no appeal shall have been made to the court of general ses- ( 4 ^ ® eo ; 3 - 
sions, shall neglect or refuse to pay any sum or sums of money 
which such person shall by any such order have been ordered to pay, 
towards the expenses attending the birth or towards the mainte- 
nance or other sustentation of any such bastard child, or for any 
1 5 costs charges or expenses to the payment of which such person shall 
be liable under this Act, it shall be lawful for any one Justice of the 
peace of the county, city, town or place in which such person shall 
reside or be, upon complaint made to such Justice by the mother of 
such bastard child, or any person of kin to her, or by any one of 
20 such churchwardens or overseers as aforesaid, and upon proof on oath 
of such order for the payment of such sum or sums of money, and 
of such sum or sums of money being unpaid, and of a personal de- 
mand of such payment having been made, and a refusal to pay the 
same, or that the person on whom such order shall be made hath left 
2ij his usual place of abode, and hath avoided a demand of such money 
being made upon him, and such Justice is hereby authorized and 
required to issue his warrant to apprehend the person so disobeying 
such order, and to bring him before such Justice or any other Justice 
of the peace of the same county, city, town or place to answer to 
30 such complaint ; and if the person against whom such warrant shall 
issue shall not pay such sum or sums of money as shall appear to 
the Justice issuing such warrant to be due and unpaid, or shall not 
show to such Justice some reasonable and sufficient cause for not so 
doing, it shall be lawful for such Justice and he is hereby required 
^ to commit such person to the house of correction or common gaol of 
such county, city, town or place, to be kept there to hard labour for 
the space of Three calendar months, unless such person shall before 
the expiration of such Three calendar months pay or cause to be 
paid to such mother or such person of kin as such Justice shall di- 
rect, or to one of such overseers on whose behalf such complaint as 
aforesaid may be made, all and every sum or sums of money so due 
and unpaid as aforesaid ; and so from time to time and whenever and 
so often as such reputed father shall in manner aforesaid neglect or 
refuse to pay any sum or sums of money which shall afterwards 
109. B become 
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become due by virtue of and under such order, after the expiration of 
or discharge from any such former imprisonment as aforesaid. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any 
person who shall think himself or herself aggrieved by any order 
made by any Justice or Justices under the provisions of this Act, 5 
and not originating in the quarter sessions or general sessions, to ap- 
peal to the next quarter sessions or general sessions of the peace 
to be holden for the county, city, town or place where such order 
shall be made, giving notice of such appeal to such Justice or 
Justices, and also to one of such churchwardens or overseers as io 
aforesaid in the parish where such child shall be, Ten clear days 
before such quarter sessions or general sessions of the peace, and also 
to the mother of such child, or any person of kin to her, if resident 
in such parish (in case such appellant shall not be. such mother or 
relation) of his or her intention of bringing such appeal, and of the 15 
cause and matter thereof, and entering into a recdgnizance within 
Three days after such notice, before some one Justice of the peace 
for such county, city, town or place, with sufficient surety condi- 
tioned to try such appeal and to abide the judgment and order of, 
and to pay such sum and sums of money and costs as shall be 20 
awarded by the Justices at such quarter sessions or general sessions ; 
and it shall be lawful for such Justices at such quarter sessions o 
general sessions, upon proof that such notice was given and such 
recognizance entered into as aforesaid, and such Justices at such 
quarter sessions or general sessions are hereby authorized and re- 25 
quired to proceed in and to hear and determine the cause and matter 
of every such appeal, and to give such relief and costs to the parties 
appealing or appealed against, as such Justices in their discretion 
shall judge proper; and all such judgments, and all orders therein 
made, shall be final binding and conclusive upon all parties con- 30 
cerned, and to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

Provided also, and be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
any J ustice or J ustices of the peace, nor for any J ustices at any 
general sessions of the peace, to send for any woman whomsoever, 
before she shall be delivered, nor within One calendar month after 35 
she shall be delivered, in order to her being examined concerning 
her pregnancy or supposed pregnancy j nor to compel any woman, 
before she shall be delivered, to answer any question relating to her 
pregnancy ; any law usuage or custom to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 
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